Symbols of Christmas Sharing Time
An Idea from Little LDS Ideas

To begin show the children the Mormon Message:
Kids and Christmas (2 minutes 52 seconds)
1. Symbol: Tree
Image: Resurrection
Even before Christ’s birth, trees that stayed green all year long carried
special meaning for people. A green, thriving tree in the dead of winter
reminded people of hope and new life. Because of Jesus Christ, we can
have everlasting life (see 3 Nephi 5:13), so we can choose to see
the evergreen tree as a natural symbol of Him and His gift to us. As you
see the beautiful Christmas trees all around you this season, I hope that
you remember that it is a symbol of Christ’s never ending love for you.

2. Symbol: candy cane
Image: (https://www.lds.org/media-library/images/category/newtestament-gospel-art-kit?lang=eng)
These are the Shepherds to whom the angel of the Lord proclaimed, “For
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the
Lord.” During Christ’s time, a shepherd’s staff often had a crook, or bend,
at the top that was used to hook sheep by the neck to gently lead them
to food or water or to protect them from harm. As you enjoy a candy
cane, remember that Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd (see John 10:11,
14). If we choose to follow Him, He will gently lead us to safety and peace.
Video: “The Good Shepherd (2 mins.)
Whenever you see a candy cane, I hope that you will remember that our
Savior is the Shepherd of us all, and would not leave even one of us
behind. He loves each and every one of us.

3. Symbol: Star
Image: Wiseman and the star
Scripture: “And lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them,
till it came and stood over where the young child was. When they saw the
star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.” (Matthew 2:9)

It’s hard to go anywhere during Christmas without seeing stars hanging
from street lamps or sitting on top of Christmas trees. The star is one of the
most recognizable symbols of the holiday. It represents the star that
appeared in the sky when Jesus Christ was born. Five years before Jesus
was born, Samuel the Lamanite prophesied of the signs of the Savior’s
birth, including the appearance of a bright new star (see Helaman 14:5).
The star led the Wise Men to Jesus (see Matthew 2:2) and reminds us to
follow the light of the Savior just as the Wise Men followed the light of the
star to find Him.

4. Symbol: Lights
Image: Picture of Christ
Elder David A. Bednar of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles has taught:
“Many of our memorable and enduring Christmas traditions include
different kinds of lights—lights on trees, lights in and on our homes, candles
on our tables. May the beautiful lights of every holiday season remind us
of Him who is the source of all light.”1 Christmas lights can remind us that
Jesus Christ is the Light of the World. They can also remind us to be lights to
others and to help others come unto Christ.
For centuries, candles have brought brightness and warmth to the season.
Candles can also represent the light of the star that appeared at the birth
of the Savior, and like other lights, remind us that He is the Light of the
World. Did you know candles were often used to decorate Christmas trees
before electric lights were invented?

5. Sybol: Gift
Image: Baby Jesus
Christmas is the season of giving.Remember the Wise Men who came to
see Jesus? They “presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and
myrrh” (Matthew 2:11), but the greatest gift of all came from our Heavenly
Father: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16). As you open your brightly wrapped presents on Christmas
morning, remember that the Savior is the true gift of Christmas.

*Most of the symbols and explanations were found here: https://www.lds.org/newera/2017/12/ten-symbols-of-christmas?lang=eng
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